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notable preachers and writers of the East all had their training else- 
where. Antioch and Alexandria were centers of intellectual activity, 
but Constantinople never. 

The work is a model of fine book-making. 

Albert Henry Newman. 
McMaster University, 
Toronto, Canada. 



La Situation religieuse de l'Afrique Romaine, depuis la fin 
du iv e siecle jusqu'a l'invasion des Vandales. Par F. Fer- 
rere. Paris: Felix Alcan, 1897. Pp. xxiv+382, 8vo. 
Fr. 7.50. 

It cannot be said that this study of the times of Augustine makes 
any distinct contribution to our knowledge of the subject. It is, how- 
ever, a fresh and independent study from the sources of a subject that 
has a perennial interest for the students of the ancient Catholic church. 
While the author has used the sources diligently, he seems to have 
neglected the literature, since his knowledge of others' researches 
appears to be confined to the writings of a few French scholars. This 
decidedly limits the value of his book. 

The work is divided into three parts, the first of which is devoted 
to a general survey of the church and Christian society in relation to 
heathenism. In this part the author is largely indebted to Aub€, 
Boissier, and others who have described the downfall of paganism. 
One suspects that his obligations to Allard are even greater, though 
quite unacknowledged. There is nothing, perhaps, in this general 
survey to require special dissent, except the calm assumption (pp. 3 1 f.) 
that the bishop of Rome was by the end of the fourth century recog- 
nized as pope, and acknowledged to be supreme in doctrine — though 
the author admits that ecclesiastical supremacy in Africa was still denied 
him. Of course, the bishop of Rome was called "pope" at this time, 
but in no exclusive sense ; it was the usual title of bishops, being 
repeatedly applied, for example, to Augustine by Jerome in their cor- 
respondence. To make it the exclusive title of the Roman bishop and 
deduce from it conclusions regarding his authority is an anachronism 
of centuries, of which no scholar, Roman or Protestant, ought to be 
guilty in these days. The facts of the Donatist controversy, as 
recorded by M. Ferrere in later chapters, flatly deny what he has writ- 
ten here. 
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Part II is devoted to the Donatist schism. Peculiarly French is 
the author's view of the causes of this movement, among which he 
assigns the wrath of a woman to the most prominent place (pp. 135 ff.). 
This is carrying the maxim, cherchez la femme, into historical investi- 
gation with a vengeance ! No clearer account can be found anywhere, 
however, than M. Ferrere gives of the spread of Donatism. His study 
of the economic conditions of Africa in the fifth century is unique ; 
and he makes it evident that the Donatist schism was as much a social 
revolution as a religious reform — in this respect closely resembling 
the Anabaptist movement of the sixteenth century. This is the most 
valuable part of the book, and the most original. For the rest, all the 
well-known facts regarding the Donatists are stated with clearness and 
supported by abundant testimony. Thus it is made plain that they 
were the first to persecute (p. 171) and to appeal to the state, and only 
when defeated and proscribed did they become champions of religious 
liberty. Where the author fails in his study of the Donatists, however, 
is in his inability adequately to comprehend the spiritual significance 
of the movement (see pp. 165 and 246, for example). He is much 
more satisfactory in his treatment of the external phenomena, and he 
truly records facts, even when they make against his theories. Thus, 
for example, he shows that it was the emperor and not the "pope" 
who was made the arbiter in this whole dispute, not only in matters of 
administration, but of dogma. One is sometimes at a loss to conclude 
whether this is genuine candor, or only that the author had failed to 
perceive the conflict between his facts and his theories. In either case, 
his readers may congratulate themselves that he has given the facts so 
fairly. If he fails anywhere in accuracy, as in saying that the council 
of Aries condemned the Donatists, it is not lack of candor that causes 
him to err. In this particular he follows pretty nearly all his prede- 
cessors in the investigation of Donatism, but it is difficult to imagine 
on what evidence they found their statement. Certainly the extant 
records of the council, even if they are accepted as genuine (Mansi II, 
472, 488, 489), warrant no such categorical assertion. 

Part III is devoted to "heresies." Here M. Ferrere makes a scien- 
tific distinction too often obscured or neglected : Donatism was a 
schism, not a heresy ; Manichaeism and Pelagianism were heresies, not 
schisms. The study of Manichaeism is of little or no value ; the author 
has done almost nothing but give such an account of the system as 
may be culled from the writings of Augustine — a good beginning of 
an investigation, but no more. All that modern Orientalists have done 
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to illuminate the subject is ignored. Nothing shows more painfully the 
difference between German and French scholarship in the domain of 
historical theology than this part of M. Ferrere's work. It would be 
simply impossible for such an elementary, schoolboy performance as 
this to be published in Germany. 

The study of Pelagianism is worked out on much the same lines, 
but the result is somewhat better, since in this case the writings of 
Augustine still remain our principal source of knowledge. But here, 
more than anywhere else in the book, the author's slight acquaintance 
•with the literature limits the value of his results. No subjects have 
been made the occasion of more careful research by German theolo- 
gians, not to mention English and American, than the doctrines of Augus- 
tine and Pelagius. Nobody can now produce a book of much value 
in this field, unless the results of these researches are duly weighed and 
utilized by him. For a writer of such a work as this to neglect a litera- 
ture so rich is to fail of half his duty. His first duty is, of course, to 
the sources, but even here M. Ferrere's study is. not exhaustive, as 
indeed it could not well be, when he passes by the labors of nearly all 
his predecessors. Only a scholar who had genius of the first order, 
and transcendent industry, could be justified in adopting such a method, 
and he could be justified only by success. 

One should not fail to mention the chief merit of the book — its 
•style. The easy, perspicuous, flowing sentences make the reading of 
these pages a constant delight. If the substance were in any way equal 
to the form, this would be one of the greatest monographs in the litera- 
ture of church history. It is, as it stands, a performance for which a 
scholar should blush. 

Henry C. Vedder. 

Crozer Theological Seminary, 
Chester, Pa. 



The English Black Monks of St. Benedict ; a Sketch of their 
History from the Coming of St. Augustine to the Present 
Day. By Rev. Ethelred L. Taunton. London : John C. 
Nimmo ; New York: Longmans, Green & Co., 1898. 2 
vols. Pp. xvii + 310 and xiii 4- 367. 21s., net. 

The writer of this book, though not himself a Benedictine, has a 
deep affection for the order. In so far he is qualified to write its 
annals. He is further qualified by his fair-mindedness, his frankness, 
his willingness to tell the truth, and his industry. He, seems, however, 



